• 


ire 


i 4 . 'f f -rl 
• V • f ^ \ ■ ^ 

Cl !v:-; 


Ptiff^tioh/ 

:,WETA":?#^-i 


' ' ii~^Yi-,T tz^i 




§:■ 


l\e\?!i?sroom ; ! 

■ .■, ' ■■ ■■'•^■;!^-‘ ■ ■ ' -’ 

5y Judith Martin i 

“Newsroom,” the WETA 
showpiece news analysis 
program, was killed yester- 
; ; day, despite assurances from 
,:\ rthe Ford Foundation - that ^ 
.Washington’s educational ^ 
television station V. 

ceive “much larger”funing *Vv 

than it has had in previous 
years. ' ■■•y- . , . ... ' , 

Statioh president Donald 
Taverner, noting the station 
was experiencing general fi- 
nancial difficulties, said the 
. money could be. better spent 
elsewhere.. “N e w ar o o m” 
costs over a million dollars 
a year, and Taverner said 
substantial funds are heeded 
for g planned move to a new 
building and lm^rovement 
of technical facilities. . 

^The^ staff, including Edi- 
tor Victor W. Maerki and 
some 25 reporters and tech- 
^cal people, were told yes- 
Wday. “At the moment, it 
looks as if we won't be 
able to absorb any of, them,” 
Taverner^ said later ip the 
day. vr.. 

“The statioh has had seri- 
ous financial problems, and 
we’re doing our best* to hdlp ' 
them,” David Davis of the . 

Ford Foundation said , yes- 
terday. He stressed that 
Ford did not . suggest the 
killing of “Newsroom,'? and 
in fact had provided ^funds 
enough to continue , it. if 
WETA officials decided to 
spend the money in that way. 

Over the last two vears. ■ 


. ? *Pord- has given $2.40 mUiioii 
•I to support “Newsroom,” 'aV ' ' ■ 

•.'well as. $80,0(», for .another; 
loeally-prod'uced ' riews-ortt,‘5vi ■ 
ented programi,,“Thirty.Min- ' ^ .iV \ 
>>-yutes With . . 

. -;^^The new and larger grant; ':Fi- -fe:- 
the amount.vof . which /has.'i '■ ' 

not been disclosed,, is;, not v.fi-v; . 
■earmarked’ for-. any particu-.‘4^- ^jrf* • 
V IfT show.. WETA,;, officials;-^ 

V. however, had appUed for a'l-fefr ' 

■ specific renewal .for .tmwtf-v^s 
,^.^,rooiu”HiandVjh8d';.^puhU(ay^ 

IV' hinged its !;,contihuance>, On:>f^''ll^ '' 

whether or not that special 
. grant came through'.; . ' 

■ I'.T!; .In making, its :new .^ant* ^^x 

, general,: . Ford '.’leftiJiWETA^fe'',. "7. 

. V flexibility, of ; operatlon..aad ii 'It? - 
• avoided any possible <u-Jtiv '^-^?>- 
' ,.«sm for attempting .to in,&r-‘^' ' 

fluence ’ progfammihg Vby-^ 

. speclflclally rejecting or ap- ' l^® v 
proving funding for '-‘News- ! 
room.”,In effect,, Ford- threw ii I 



(WETA),’’ , Davis said ^ ffitly 
: yesterday. : “It was not '^our • 
decision.” ^ 

In his statement announc- 
ing Newsroom’s demise, 
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, . eff^tly6^(Jt; 29, v Taverner 
laldi^l^'W^Me^ 

' planning ^:coipinunity pro- } 
grams for that ti^e slot,' cer- 
;tainly to include local news ’ 
and 'public idfairs presenta^; 
. •tions,'?' ; -.p if, 

; woulcjl j)rob^^ 
more use a pt studio disciis- 
, sionsi with news -i figures, 
■rather 'than the more expen- 
^ give and complicated “News- 
.-'fbphi'v mfethqd of pidginal re- 
portipg and -roundtable dis- 
cussion coupled with the use 
.. of film, and other,- idaphics. 
The “Newsroom’’ ; slot is 6 to 
6:30 ^p.m,, with a IQ to lOrSo, 

. p.m. repeat on Channel 26. ; 

The.^ prograni Hhas had 
. three editors and several 
format vchanges — ^increasing 
- its-^eipphasis on the local 
Scent-*-since it went on the 
V, aiT; >^bn^ March 23^^ 1970; 
^loos W patterned after ' 

: .“Newsroom” . pro^ams . in 
other J cities such, as San 
Franciscp.and Dallas, . 

V Dasrt’ ' MPy,^' ’ the ‘ prbgram 
here> was put: ()acfc^ an 
‘hour; to half an hour, al- 
though recent Ford Founda- 
tion-commissioned critiques 
of the program were gener- 
ally favorable, -.i. 
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